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It ’s g reat to be in Minnesota. You know
the definition of Minnesota: Wi s c o n-

sin without the conserv a t i v e s — p re s e n t
company excluded. It is a special plea-
s u re to be invited back to address Center
of the American Experiment again,
though the nature of the call was a little
d i ff e rent this time. In 1991, it was, “Mr.
S e c re t a ry, please come. It is import a n t
that someone of your stature, someone
who has been in the cabinet, give our

k i c k - o ff address.” This time, it was,
“ We’ve had Lady Thatcher, we’ve had
General Powell, and we are willing to
give you a second chance.”

Congratulations on your success. 
T h e re is a group here from Min-

nesota Best Friends, a program that
advocates abstinence from sex, dru g s ,
and alcohol, which my wife started for
girls in the public schools. As one of
the girls who started in Elayne’s first
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class, a sixth grader, put it recently on
television when she was being pre s s e d
by an interviewer about whether such a
p rogram could be effective, “Absti-
nence works every time it is tried.”

I understand that Best Friends has
gotten some bad press in Minneapolis,
that it was called fear-based and
shame-based. It is actually very posi-
tive. If you saw it in operation, you
would see very happy young women. 

That said, people ought to be capa-
ble of being ashamed from time to time.
We would have better leadership if that
were the case. The capacity to be
ashamed follows from the recognition
that one has done a grievous wro n g .

And fear: Plato said courage has to
do with fear. Courage doesn’t mean
that you shouldn’t be afraid. Courage is
knowing what to fear and what not to
f e a r. It is important to be afraid of the
right things. For many children gro w-
ing up in America tod a y, a healthy
dose of fear about some things would
be good. 

Some worry, too. I was listening to
one of the television-show psychoana-
lysts telling people not to worry. It is
not a bad thing to worry. One shouldn’t
be riven with worry, but worry is good if
you worry about the right things. S a i n t
Monica worried her son Augustine
into sainthood. When I said “Saint
Monica” re c e n t l y, I heard gasps fro m
the audience. There actually was some-
one named Saint Monica. She was
Saint Augustine’s mother; I will leave
the rest for you to discover. 

Since we are n ’t going to have ques-
tions at the end of this program, I will
answer the questions that you may be

thinking. Yes, I’m related to the pre s i-
d e n t ’s lawyer—he’s my bro t h e r. How
did this happen? Check Genesis, Book
I. (He says the same thing to his audi-
ences, so it is perfectly all right for me
to say this.)

My brother and I recently had a
debate in Richmond moderated by Ti m
R u s s e rt, who asked Bobby, “What is
the unkindest thing your brother ever
said?” I was surprised by my bro t h e r’s
a n s w e r, because I have said a couple of
things that were perhaps unkind. He
has said several about me, too, but the
one that he took offense at, I didn’t
really mean: someone asked me early in
the program what I thought my bro t h-
e r’s real view of the Clinton scandal is,
and I said, “Well, he doesn’t have a re a l
v i e w. He is a lawyer.” But, alas, so am I.

Kids and Calculus
I came to Washington when Ronald

Reagan asked me to be chairman of the
National Endowment for the Humani-
ties. It took a year for me to get the job.
They told President Reagan he had to
have a professor of philosophy, history,
or literature, and so they began a nation-
wide search to find a humanities pro f e s-
sor who had voted for Ronald Reagan.
T h e re were three of us. I was a pro f e s s o r
of philosophy, and I got the job.

It was a fine job, except that I had
to wear black tie almost every night.
T h e re was lots of white wine, lots of
brie, lots of French, and so on—the
s o rt of the thing you would expect in a
humanities job. I was in that job for
t h ree years, and then I became secre-
t a ry of education. President Reagan
said to me, “I can’t get rid of this

William J. Bennett



AMERICAN EXPERIMENT QUARTERLY 3 3 WINTER 1999–2000

d e p a rtment, but maybe we can make
some sense out of it. Maybe you could
talk about what parents are concern e d
about, and about things like stan-
d a rds.” It was a deal. 

My wife, a former elementary
school and special education teacher,
gave me the most important advice I
got. She said, “Don’t just make pro-
nouncements. Go find out what you
a re talking about first.” 

“Why should I be any diff e rent fro m
a n y b ody else in this town?” I said. 

“Because you are a teacher. You are
the secre t a ry of education. Go do your
homework.” 

So I did my homework, and I went
to 110 schools and taught fourth, sev-
enth, and eleventh grade and found out
about American education by talking to
parents, kids, teachers, principals, and
school board members. It was a lot of
fun. I went to some universities, too, on
the rare occasions when I was invited.

In America’s classrooms, I saw terr i-
ble things that made my knuckles go
white, and I saw things that were inspi-
rations to me. I saw Jaime Escalante,
the greatest teacher I’ve ever seen in
my life, in Garfield High School in
East Los Angeles, teaching barrio kids
calculus and making Garfield the num-
ber three high school in the country in
t e rms of students getting advanced
placement in calculus. When he got
t h e re three years earlier, he was told
that the kids there were n ’t intere s t e d
in anything but getting girls pre g n a n t ,
getting into fights, and taking drugs. 

“I want to teach them calculus,” he
s a i d .

“ You can’t teach them calculus,”

they said. “It will be bad for them. It
will be dangerous for them.”

“ D a n g e rous for them?” he asked.
“Why dangero u s ? ”

“They will fail at this as they have
failed at everything else, and it will
lower their self-esteem.” 

“I’ve only been in America thre e
years,” Mr. Escalante replied, “but it
seems to me if you are sixteen and
g rowing up Latino in Los Angeles,
t h e re are a lot of things that are dan-
g e rous to you, but calculus is not one of
them.” 

I asked Ronald Reagan if I could
bring my heroes to Washington for
lunch at the White House, and he said
s u re. We brought some teachers, some
principals, and a few students. Jaime
Escalante sat next to President Reagan,
and they talked and talked. The pre s i-
dent loved Escalante and vice versa.

B e f o re Escalante came, he called
me and asked if it would be all right for
him to bring a present for the pre s i-
dent. I told him yes, and he bro u g h t
the president a copy of the calculus
book he used with his students.

Two days after this great visit, I got
a call from the president: “Bill, that
Escalante is a wonderful fellow and he
left me this book. The next time you
a re around, if you could just come by, I
want to get your advice on something.”

“What is it, sir?”
“ Well, I’m reading it, and I’m not

s u re I’m holding it right side up.”
T h a t ’s playfulness in the job. Not

playing while on the job—there is a
d i s t i n c t i o n .

About six months into my tenure,
the president called me up. He was
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bothered by a story in Reader’s Digest,
and he asked me to look into it and see
whether it was true. I said, “I know it is
t rue. The R e a d e r’s Digest fact-checking is
meticulous. What is it, Mr. Pre s i d e n t ? ”

A fourt e e n - y e a r-old girl on Long
Island had found a purse with a lot of
money in it. She called the owner,
re t u rned the purse, and went back to
class and told her teacher and her
classmates about it. The teacher, who
was also a counselor, thought this
would be a good matter for discussion.
The discussion turned to the question
of whether the girl was right to re t u rn
the purse, and the teacher/counselor
called for a vote. The class voted six-
teen to eleven that she was a fool for
re t u rning the purse—and that was the
end of it. There was no concluding dis-
cussion by the counselor/teacher, no
suggestion of other considerations.
Who am I, the counselor/teacher said,
to impose my values on childre n ?

Ronald Reagan, sometimes belittled
by intellectuals and pseudointellectuals
for not being intellectual himself, said
to me, “Isn’t that the job of a coun-
s e l o r, to counsel? Isn’t it a counselor’s
job to have counsel to offer? Is this
really going on in American schools?” 

“ M r. President,” I said, “it is worse
than you think.” 

That is a horror story, but I am
afraid it is all too true. It would be
w rong to describe the teacher as an evil
or malevolent person. This is simply a
p retty good re p resentation of our times.
We are studiedly neutral about values;
t h e re is no right or wrong. All we can
do is get opinions—no substantive

decisions—and state our pre f e re n c e s
and sentiments.

You know the story of the English
jurist who invited teachers over for tea.
He was angry at them because he didn’t
think they were doing a very good job
of educating his children. During tea,
he took them to the window and
showed them his garden. They looked
at his garden and said, “Goodness, it is
mostly weeds, only a few flowers.” He
said, “I didn’t think it was right to pre j-
udice the garden toward strawberr i e s
and flowers. I thought I’d let the gar-
den make up its own mind.”

The Fall of the Berlin Wall 
An interesting thing has occurred in

the past ten years. (I now speak as a
conservative speaking for conserva-
tives.) I’ve been talking to a lot of disap-
pointed, discouraged conservatives.
There are a lot of hangdog looks out
there among people who call them-
selves conservatives. They miss Ronald
Reagan, and so do I. Paul Weyrich said
recently that politics has failed. It is
time to go back, he said, and work on
the culture and forget about the politics.

Cal Thomas, the most widely syndi-
cated columnist in America (he
recently called me up to tell me that he
had just passed George Will by two
columns), has written a book in which
he says that the involvement of Chris-
tians in American politics, in gro u p s
like the Christian Coalition, has been
a mistake because, he said, laws don’t
change people, and policies don’t
change people; it happens from the
bottom up. 

William J. Bennett
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Many grassroots conserv a t i v e s
a round the country, Christian and oth-
e rwise, have picked up this theme.
Many people are saying that involve-
ment in politics was a mistake. But dis-
couragement is the wrong conclusion,
both factually and in terms of its dispir-
iting effect on us. 

Politics, John Buchan wrote, can be
a great and honorable adventure, and
can achieve great ends. Sometimes we
d o n ’t want to see the way the sausage is
made, but we should not be discour-
aged from public activity, from public
policy—even from politics. 

One of the worst consequences of
the Clinton impeachment is that it has
made more Americans cynical. If some-
one had asked me to name the worst
thing that was said in connection with
the impeachment, I would have had a
lot of things to pick from, but I would
have selected this: “They all do it.” 

But they don’t all do it—they don’t
all act in a low, shameless fashion.
T h e re are honorable men and women
on both sides of the aisle, and I’m
p roud to know them. As people in
Washington often do when they give
speeches, I used to cite Harry Tru m a n :
“If you want a friend in Wa s h i n g t o n ,
buy a dog.” But I don’t say that any-
m o re because I have more friends now
than when I arrived in Washington. I
count as friends men like Henry Hyde
and James Rogan and Paul McHale
f rom Pennsylvania, a Democrat, and
my friends Joe Lieberman and Sam
Nunn who have joined with me in an
e ff o rt to shame those who are polluting
our childre n ’s minds. There are decent
men and women in that town. Our

c h i l d ren need to know that, and know
that politics can be conducted honor-
a b l y. 

M o re to the point, when this coun-
t ry, through its leadership and its con-
victions, decides on something, it can
make an important diff e rence in the
world. We won the cold war. The long
twilight struggle against communism is
basically concluded. Ten years ago, the
Berlin Wall fell. That was one of the
most extraord i n a ry events of the past
five hundred years. How many of our
high school students know how extra-
o rd i n a ry that was? Are we teaching
them that? Are we teaching them that
it fell because of the grit and determ i n a-
tion of leaders like Ronald Reagan and
Margaret Thatcher and Lech Walesa?

Soon the whole world will know,
with the publication of George We i g e l ’s
book Witness to Hope: The Biography of
Pope John Paul II. I had lunch with
G e o rge Weigel, the official biographer
of the pope, who told me that the first
time the Holy Father re t u rned to
Poland after becoming pope, 3 million
Poles turned out in Vi c t o ry Square. He
kissed the ground. A deputy turned to
P resident Jablonski, the communist
head of Poland at the time, and said,
“We can’t kill them all.”

It was a moral revolution: Reagan’s
resoluteness, Thatcher’s re s o l u t e n e s s ,
p e o p l e ’s unwillingness to give up their
faith. It was over. It helped to arm the
Afghanis with Stinger missiles, but it
was essentially over. That is something
c o n s e rvatives can take great pride in.
That is the most consequential thing
that has occurred in a very long time.

Good Sense and Good Politics
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Good News: Drugs, We l f a re ,
C r i m e

People ask how we can be encour-
aged about, let’s say, drugs. They say
that we’ve lost this war, that it’s futile
and there f o re we need to decriminalize
or legalize drugs. But from 1985 to
1992, drug use went down by 60 per-
cent in this country. When I took
o ffice as President Bush’s “drug czar”  in
1989, we were already pushing back.
The president asked me to put together
a strategy. I worked with Joe Biden and
Charles Rangel. Right now, I am co-
c h a i rman of the Partnership for a Dru g
F ree America with Mario Cuomo.

This nation pushed back, in its
schools and offices and homes, through
priests and ministers and rabbis and
d rug treatment centers and employers
and that lady who said “Just say no.” A
lot of supposedly smart people made fun
of Nancy Reagan: What kind of a pro-
gram is that—just say no? But the kids
didn’t make fun of her. They thought it
made sense, and you couldn’t go into a
school in this country without seeing
Just Say No posters, and you couldn’t
turn on a TV without seeing somebody
jumping off a diving board into an
empty swimming pool or two fried eggs
in a pan—your brain on drugs. We
pushed back, and we got a 60 perc e n t
reduction. We put together a bipartisan
national drug control strategy. 

The day I took office, four drug car-
tel heads were on the cover of Ti m e
magazine. The headline said, “Are
these the most powerful men who have
ever lived?” I said no—we are going to
get them. Within two years, all four

w e re either dead or in jail because the
United States, working with its allies,
working with other govern m e n t s ,
decided to go after this issue. 

If you had asked conservatives over
the past twenty years to name the most
intransigent domestic problem in
America, they would have told you wel-
fare: We’ve got to do something about
the welfare system. Well, we have done
something about the welfare system.
Conservatives pushed—conservative
Democrats, conservative Republicans.
Bill Clinton campaigned on ending wel-
fare as we know it and then wouldn’t
sign the bills, but finally, under pre s s u re ,
mostly from the Republican side and a
little bit from the Democratic side, he
signed. Today we have 47 percent fewer
people on welfare than we had in 1994.
That is an accomplishment of enorm o u s
s i g n i f icance.

Crime is down. Crime is down in
New York City. New York is now the
safest large city in the United States.
That is extraord i n a ry. Rudy Giuliani
and Bill Bratton divided the city into
grids to go after criminals—not just the
big fish, but also the little fish, the guys
who jump the toll booths at the subway
stations, the people who do graffiti, the
squeegee guys. When they arre s t e d
those guys, they found out they were
responsible for a lot of the big crimes,
too. That policy paid off, and it has now
been imitated in many other cities.

The best police chief in the country
is Reuben Gre e n b e rg, the black Ort h o-
dox Jew police chief of Charleston,
South Carolina. Only in America. He
is so conscientious that he once gave
himself a citation for speeding. He said

William J. Bennett
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he was going to lower the crime rate in
Charleston, and he did. He said he was
going to make public housing the safest
p a rt of Charleston, and he did. He did
in Charleston what they did in New
York and now has been done in a num-
ber of cities. As Frank Sinatra said, if
you can make it in New York, you can
make it anywhere .

I was in New York last week. I am a
New Yo r k e r. I love the city, but I am
not sentimental. I go there ready for a
fight. It is a tough place. I was stuck in
midtown traffic on the way to
L a G u a rdia. A thousand cabs—and
t h e re wasn’t anyone honking. There
w e re signs up all over that read “$200
fine for honking.” 

C o n s e rvatives talk about civil soci-
ety and morality and virtue—I’ve done
some of that myself—but there is
something to good governance, to pub-
lic policy intelligently applied, to writ-
ing good laws, and then to enforc i n g
them. You can go an awful long way
with good sense and good politics. 

We have much to be proud of. The
v i rtues of engagement have pro v e d
themselves in some of the most diff i-
cult areas of public life in the past ten
years. There are reasons to be encour-
aged. Not just in New York, not just at
the federal level, not just at the inter-
national level, but at the local level.

Center of the American Experi-
ment has highlighted the issue of
school choice and helped Govern o r
Carlson in his extraord i n a ry eff o rt to
i m p rove schools. I understand that
some sixty bills were brought before
the Minnesota legislature because of
the work of Center of the American

Experiment on the Minnesota Policy
Blueprint. 

If we abandon the field, the field
w o n ’t be empty—it will be filled by
someone else.  Remember what
William Butler Yeats said: “The best
lack all conviction, while the worst are
full of passionate intensity.” I think
about that a lot lately in connection
with the young. If we do not give the
young the guidance we think they
should have, the people who are try i n g
to sell them things, trying to persuade
them to be certain kinds of things that
we find repugnant, then we will be sur-
rendering to the worst. If we throw up
our hands and say there is nothing we
can provide by way of guidance, the
people who are giving them messages
in movies, on the radio, and on televi-
sion are not going to stop. There is no
vacuum there. Where parents and
teachers and counselors step out, oth-
ers step in.

It is the same in politics. If we with-
d r a w, others step in. There is plenty to
do. 

I don’t want to seem too optimistic.
The president of the United States
engaged in the kind of activity he
engaged in with an intern, lied about it
to a grand jury, lied to the cabinet, lied
to his lawyer, and lied to the American
people, looking them straight in the
eye—and then, worst of all, tried to
d e s t roy this young woman. I didn’t
think a person like that had a chance
of staying in office. Not because he
would be impeached, but because he
would be so overcome at some point by
a sense of shame that he would leave,
or that the elders in his party would say

Good Sense and Good Politics
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to him, “You cannot do this. The
Democratic Party stands for cert a i n
values. People think we are a little
questionable on these values. You are
h u rting us.” 

I talked to some of these Democrat-
ic elders and told them: “You need to
tell him that he is hurting you and
h u rting the country and hurting the
kids and hurting teachers and pare n t s
who try to teach lessons.” 

For the most part, what I got was,
“If I do, I may be called by lawyers:
your bro t h e r, and then maybe Ken
S t a rr. And besides, the president won’t
listen anyway.” 

“ Well, it is only half about him lis-
tening,” I said. “The first half is about
your doing your duty whether he does
his or not, and yours is to speak tru t h
to power. ”

F rom my point of view, it was not a
g reat year. I had plenty of time to
e x p ress my views, but I didn’t pre v a i l .
It was an ignoble moment in the histo-
ry of a free people. I think there will be
huge re p e rcussions. It isn’t over. It will
continue to echo and re v e r b e r a t e .

Whatever you think of that, you
have wins and you have losses. Yo u
have good days and bad days. But there
is too much of a positive re c o rd for con-
s e rv a t i v e s — c o n s e rvative ideas, con-
s e rvative ideals—to abandon the field. 

Critics and Box Off i c e
The next challenges are in the

ongoing discussion about popular cul-
t u re. I don’t think security checks at
gun fairs are going to make a whole lot
of diff e rence with the problems we are
c o n f ronting. If somebody has a good

idea about guns, let’s hear it. I’ll give
you a good idea about guns fro m
Charleston police chief Reuben Green-
b e rg. In a number of cities, they paid
people fifty dollars to bring in old guns.
G re e n b e rg said that this kind of pro-
gram isn’t worth a darn. People go up to
their attics and bring down guns that
d o n ’t work, pieces of guns, muskets, and
they are all collecting fifty dollars.
G re e n b e rg said he didn’t want those
guns; he wanted the guns that are alive,
guns that are in the hands of kids, guns
that are in schools. Charleston, as a
result, has a bounty program: If you see
an underage kid with a gun, you tell the
police, they get the gun, and you get
five hundred dollars.

Most kids who have a gun—not all,
as we know from the news—are going
to tell somebod y. They will show it to
their friends. I heard Reuben Gre e n-
b e rg speaking to a group of high school
students. He said, “You are in the men’s
room and one of your friends says, ‘Hey,
I got a Glock,’ and another kid says, ‘I
got a Luger.’ You say to yourself, ‘I got a
thousand dollars.’ ”

T h e re is hardly anything going on
in this country that we are worr i e d
about—whether it is teenage pre g n a n-
c y, drugs, or guns—that somebod y
s m a rt somewhere isn’t doing something
about. That is one of the great things
that Center of the American Experi-
ment does: identifies those people and
ideas, and gets us all back onto the field
and into the fight. Popular culture is a
big fight. 

The status of the American family is
the single most important issue in
American life. I don’t mean family in
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the sentimental sense that everything is
always nice and peaceful and wonderf u l .
Remember who I am related to. My wife
is to my right, and my brother’s wife is
way to his left. Think about that. Fami-
lies can have difficulties, but we see
overwhelming evidence that we still
need them. They do things that no
other institution does. They are, as
Michael Novak once said, the first and
best and original Department of Health,
Education, and We l f a re, and when they
fail, it is hard to make up for them.

Education is a big issue for the year
2000, and it ought to be a big issue.
E v e ry citizen in this country ought to
be complaining and demanding better
education in our elementary schools
and high schools. What we are doing
for $350 billion a year is an embarr a s s-
ment. Here is all you need to know
about the statistics. In the third inter-
national assessment of math and sci-
ence, our kids competed against kids
f rom other industrialized nations. The
Asian nations were n ’t in it (which is
like playing hockey and not having the
Canadians in it) but we still didn’t win.

Our fourth graders were close to the
top in math and science. Our eighth
graders were in the middle, and our
twelfth graders were at the bottom.
The longer you stay in school in Amer-
ica, in other words, the dumber you get
relative to kids from other countries.
That is an indictment of the system,
not an indictment of the kids. It is not
necessarily an indictment of the teach-
ers, or even of many people in the sys-
tem. The system has its own mind and
its own life. 

But notice the good news: It is not
our kids. It is not genetic. These re s u l t s
a re good news for virtually all our kids.
The notion that you can’t teach poor
kids and minority kids to high stan-
d a rds is ridiculous. In the fourth grade,
those children are doing very well—
better than most kids in other parts of
the world. By the time they get to the
eighth grade, our kids are average, and
our minority kids are dropping furt h e r
down. By the time we get to the
twelfth grade, our kids are at the bot-
tom and the minority kids are furt h e r
down because we don’t keep raising the
b a r, we don’t keep the level of aspira-
tions up, and we abandon our childre n
to mediocrity. We have not won on
that issue, but there are some life signs.
This ought to be a matter for gre a t
national debate. 

I will re t u rn to my text with a story
about being encouraged when you are
discouraged. When I became secre t a ry
of education, I said that we were going
to cut federal student aid programs for
students who were rich or who were
taking federal taxpayer money and
using it to buy stereos and cars and
three weeks at the beach. I led the CBS
Evening News that night as the latest
outrageous Reagan cabinet member. I
was called the James Watt of the second
t e rm of the Reagan administration. I
was called cruel, callous, and insensi-
tive. The students reacted otherwise. I
got lots of postcards from Fort Lau-
d e rdale saying, “Dear Bill, The beer is
g reat, the music is loud, we’re ru n n i n g
out of money, send us another check.”
The kids knew I was talking at least a

Good Sense and Good Politics
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p a rtial truth about some of their friends. 
I was in one controversy after

a n o t h e r. I said that it was time that
p a rents stop listening to a lot of the
gobbledygook from teachers and start
using their own common sense and
insisting that common sense be taught
in the classroom. Washington Post h e a d-
line: “Bennett Bashes Teachers, Saying
P a rents Are More Expert.” Actually, I
d i d n ’t mind that so much, but some of
my teacher friends and my teacher wife
w o n d e red whether I had to put it just
that way. 

It went on and on. Finally, after
t h ree weeks, seven major national
newspapers were calling for my re s i g n a-
tion. I was forty years old, the youngest,
the poorest, and certainly the most
rumpled member of the Reagan cabi-
net. All these Republicans took me
aside the first week and said, “How old
a re you?” 

“ F o rt y,” I said.
“You are in the cabinet,” they said.

“Why are n ’t you old like the rest of us?”
“What  do you mean?”
“ L e a rn, earn, serve. Didn’t anybod y

tell you that?” 
N o b ody told me. I was in graduate

school. Nobody mentioned this. I
should have been in business school. 

A n y w a y, I went to the cabinet
meeting because “Bennett” was one of

the three items on the agenda. I had a
p retty lowly place at the cabinet table
because Reagan didn’t even want my
d e p a rtment. I was lucky even to sit at
the table. When I arrived for the meet-
ing, people drew away from me. Even
though they were good Republicans,
my being beaten up by the Wa s h i n g t o n
Post, New York Times, a n d Los Angeles
Ti m e s was not a wonderful thing. They
d i d n ’t want to catch anything from me. 

P resident Reagan had a folder in
f ront of him that said “Bennett,” and
he started to read the titles of the edi-
torials: “Bennett Must Go.” “Bennett
Is a Disaster.” “Reagan, Get Rid of
Bennett.” My head went further and
f u rther down. He put the last one
down, put the folder down, and said,
“ T h a t ’s Bennett. What’s wrong with
the rest of you?”

Then President Reagan said to me,
“They make fun of Hollywood, Bill,
but one thing I learned out there is the
d i ff e rence between critics and box
o ffice. Just keep doing what you are
d o i n g . ”

Abraham Lincoln—the gre a t e s t
p resident, in my view—often said that
t h e re is nothing inevitable about what
happens in America. We are a free peo-
ple and as a nation, free men. We live
f o rever or die by suicide. I am for living
f o re v e r. I hope you are too. ■

William J. Bennett


