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My Thesis:

1. American Public Schools Have Been Stagnant for Nearly
Two Generations

2. Lift All Boats
All Schools are Underperforming
The Policies that Help All Students Will Help
the Most Needy Students

3. Without New Incentives, Stagnation Will Persist
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National Assessment of Educational Progress, 1971-2004
Age 9, Reading
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National Assessment of Educational Progress, 1971-2004

Age 17, Math
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National Assessment of Educational Progress, 1971-2004
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High School Graduation Rates,
Class of 2003
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Program for International Student Assessment (PISA)
Combined Scores in Reading, Math, and Sciences
For 15-Year-Olds

Percent of Standard Deviation from Average

-10% -20% 20% 40%

Canada

My Lol and

BRstralis

Limifed B Ingdoim

Ireland

relria

Sweden

Frame g

Swit zeriand

Belgium

ISl snd
Horsdy o

Crach Repubiss J
- UNITED STATES

utdihn Féd
| Portugal
I Gresce




Alternative Strategies for Reform:

1.

2.

Reduce class size.

Invest more resources.

Pay good teachers more.

Hold schools and students accountable.

Give families greater choice.



Reducing Cl| as
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But Good Teachers
Remain Poorly Paid



