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My Thesis:

1. American Public Schools Have Been Stagnant for Nearly 

Two Generations

2.  Lift All Boats

All Schools are Underperforming

The Policies that Help All Students Will Help 

the Most Needy Students

3.  Without New Incentives, Stagnation Will Persist



150

175

200

225

250

1971 1982 1993 2004

S
c
a
le

 S
c
o
re

White

Black

Hispanic

National Assessment of Educational Progress, 1971-2004

Age 9, Math



150

175

200

225

250

1971 1982 1993 2004

S
c
a
le

 S
c
o
re

White

Black

Hispanic

National Assessment of Educational Progress, 1971-2004

Age 9, Reading



225

250

275

300

325

1971 1982 1993 2004

S
c
a
le

 S
c
o
re

White

Black

Hispanic

National Assessment of Educational Progress, 1971-2004

Age 17, Math



225

250

275

300

325

1971 1982 1993 2004

S
c
a
le

 S
c
o
re

White

Black

Hispanic

National Assessment of Educational Progress, 1971-2004

Age 17, Reading



International Secondary-School Completion Rates



High School Graduation Rates,

Class of  2003
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Program for International Student Assessment (PISA)

Combined Scores in Reading, Math, and Sciences

For 15-Year-Olds



Alternative Strategies for Reform:

1. Reduce class size.

2. Invest more resources.

3. Pay good teachers more.

4. Hold schools and students accountable.

5. Give families greater choice.



Reducing Class Size é



é Has Proven Expensive



But Good Teachers

Remain Poorly Paid


